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Historical	  Tobacco	  Use	  in	  Alaska	  

• No Sacred use historically 
 
• Cultivated it in Southeast 
Alaska- used it like a plant 
 
• Quit growing it when European 
tobacco became readily 
available 



Tobacco-‐Related	  Dispari9es	  Data	  

21%	  

22%	  

19%	  

41%	  

18%	  

32%	  

16%	  

32%	  

20%	  

13%	  

0%	   10%	   20%	   30%	   40%	   50%	  

All	  Adults	  

Male	  
Female	  

Alaska	  Na4ve	  
Non-‐Na4ve	  

Low	  SES	  (non-‐Na4ve)	  
Higher	  SES	  (non-‐Na4ve)	  

Ages	  18-‐29	  
Ages	  30-‐54	  
Ages	  55+	  

%	  Current	  Smoking	  among	  Alaskans	  

Source: AK Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System (BRFSS), 2010 data"



Alaska Regions 



Video 
http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=upedFcFugHE 



Addressing Alaska Native Tobacco Use- 
A Team Effort 
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	  	  	  LEAD	  and	  the	  Southeast	  Alaska	  Regional	  
Health	  Consor4um	  (SEARHC)	  partner	  	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

Working to increase 
Alaska Native 
leadership to 

support tobacco-free 
and smokefree 

workplace policies 
within Tribes. 



Alaska Federation of Natives  
(AFN) 



Source: A Decade of 
Progress. Tobacco 
Preventions and 
Control  FY2010-2011 



•  Fact Sheet: Smokefree 
Workplaces for Alaska Native 
people 

 

•  Sample Resolutions 
ü Tobacco-free Workplace 
Resolution 
ü Smokefree Workplace 
Resolution 
 

•  Tips for Working with Local 
Tribes 

 

•  Implementation Toolkit  

Resources Were Developed 







Tribal	  Resolu4ons	  passed	  this	  past	  
year!	  

•  St.	  George	  Tradi4onal	  Council	  TF	  
•  Na4ve	  village	  of	  Hydaburg	  SF	  
•  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Kobuk	  TF	  
•  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Point	  Hope	  TF	  
•  Nunakauyak	  Tradi4onal	  Council	  (Toksook	  Bay)	  SF	  
•  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Nenana	  TF	  
•  Skagway	  Tradi4onal	  Council	  SF	  
•  Chilkat	  Indian	  Village	  in	  Klukwan	  SF	  
•  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Akhiok	  TF	  
•  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Buckland	  TF	  
•  	  Na4ve	  Village	  of	  Kotzebue	  TF	  
•  Selawik	  IRA	  	  TF	  
•  Tuntutuliak	  Traditonal	  Council	  SF	  
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Tobacco/Smoke	  free	  Tribal	  Policies	  

49!	  





Three	  Tribal	  
Health	  

Consor9ums	  



Tanana 
Chiefs 
Conference 



Tanana Chiefs Conference Delegate Resolution 



There was a significant decrease in the number of Alaska Native/
American Indian currently smoking from 36% in 2005 to 27% in 
2011 (p-value 0.00364).  



Be Strong in 
Mind, Body  
and Spirit 


