
 1 

For more information, see website 
 

www.nativeamericanprograms.org   
 

or contact Marcy Averill at averill.marcy@mayo.edu 
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Pre-Conference Activities: September 21, 2017 
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COURSE DESCRIPTION  
 
Strength through Tradition and Science, builds upon our nine previous “Changing 
Cancer Patterns in Native Communities”, National Conferences and will be held 
September 21-24, 2017 in Niagara Falls, New York.  All who work with American 
Indian/Alaska Native (AI/AN) community-based health promotion and disease 
prevention are welcome to join us.  Our purpose is (1) to provide a forum for community 
leaders and members, students, researchers, clinicians, service providers, and others to 
address critical cancer and other chronic health issues, along with health promotion 
efforts, among Native people; (2) to present updates on comprehensive cancer control 
plans in Native communities; (3) to review advances in Native cancer research to 
determine future research priorities and explore the science of translational research; (4) 
to highlight effective cancer control activities and programs in Native communities; (5) to 
highlight the strengths of Native traditions in promoting comprehensive cancer 
prevention and control; and (6) to publish selected papers presented at the conference so 
that this information can reach a wider audience.   
This event will be co-hosted by Mayo Clinic and Roswell Park Cancer Institute and led 
by co-directors:   

• Judith Salmon Kaur, MD, Medical Director for Native American 
Programs, Mayo Clinic Comprehensive Cancer Center  

• Rodney Haring, PhD, MSW, Office of Cancer Health Disparities 
Research, Department of Cancer Prevention and Population Sciences, 
Roswell Park Cancer Institute 

CONTENT 
 
This conference provides a one-of-a-kind forum for American Indian / Alaska Native 
researchers, clinicians, and students – and others who have dedicated their careers to 
Native health - to share their expertise and research to tackle these pressing cancer 
control issues. No other established mechanism exists specifically for American Indian / 
Alaska Native researchers, providers, and students to focus on health information specific 
to American Indian / Alaska Native people.   
 
This conference will embrace a strong community prevention theme and will provide a 
unique opportunity to promote multidisciplinary discussions and collaborations.  
Haudenosaunee community members are our hosts and have requested conference topics 
specific to their region since this is the first time a national cancer conference focused on 
American Indians and Alaska Natives will be held in the Northeast.  The conference will 
also feature intergenerational educational opportunities, with time budgeted for family 
activities, family-friendly lodging, a private room in the conference center for 
breastfeeding mothers/children, child care through the Seneca Early Learning Center, and 
elder care through the Seneca Office of Aging.   
 
Expected outcomes of this conference include: the dissemination of information 
regarding culturally acceptable cancer prevention and control interventions that are likely 
to reduce cancer incidence and mortality among Native peoples; publication of selected 
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papers and presentations with recommendations for future cancer prevention and control 
projects and activities which will serve as reference material for Native health planners; 
and expansion of positive collaborative relationships between research organizations and 
Native communities. The conference plans to provide travel scholarships for Native 
students and early stage investigators to further these goals. 
 

AUDIENCE 
 
The intended audience for this conference includes community members and leaders, 
cancer survivors/thrivers, advocates, researchers, health care providers, policy makers, 
and others working with Native populations. Approximately 300 participants are 
expected to attend this conference. 
 

COURSE LEARNING OBJECTIVES 
 

• Focus on community wellness for chronic disease prevention 
• Explore the continuum of care from prevention through treatment and quality of 

life care 
• Identify the current standards for screening for breast, colon, lung, cervical, and 

prostate cancer and any modifications that may be recommended in American 
Indian and Alaska Native communities 

• Recognize the unique needs of AI/AN survivors  
• Identify the essential elements for provision of palliative care with 

multidisciplinary team approach 
 

Call for Abstracts 
Call for Abstract Deadline:  Friday, April 14, 2017 

 
 

Conference Topics  (not limited to the following examples) 
• Prevention • Community Partnerships 

• Early Detection and screening • Community Based Participatory Research 

• Public Health • HPV Vaccine and related issues 

• Social Determinants of Health • Colorectal Cancer 

• Health Disparities and Health Equity • Traditional and Holistic Healing 

• Policy • Historical and related factors 

• Tobacco Issues • Genomics 

• Survivorship, Quality of Life • Bio Specimens 

• Palliative Care • Nutrition and Physical Activity 

• Cancer Statistics and Registries • Food Sources and Sovereignty 

• Cultural Awareness and Sensitivity • Environmental Health  

• Training programs and opportunities 

• Funding strategies and best practices 

• Community Wellness 

 

• Behavioral Health 

• Wellness Activities 
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 ABSTRACT SUBMISSION FORM: 
(ALL FIELDS REQUIRED): 
Name :  
Organization:  
Address:  
City:   State: Zip: 
Phone:   Fax: 
E-mail:

I affirm that I will obtain all required approvals/clearances (e.g., tribal, urban,
institutional) prior to delivering this presentation or submitting for conference-
sponsored publication. 

PRESENTER IS (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 
 Cancer Survivor/Thriver 
 Academic/Cancer Center Member 
 Investigator/Researcher 
 Health Policy Advocate 
 Community Leader/Member 
 Navigator/Patient Advocate 
 Health Care Provider 
 Health Educator/promoter 
 Student 
 Other:    

PREFER (CHECK ALL THAT APPLY): 

TOPIC (CHECK ONE): 
 Uses of Data 
 Comprehensive Cancer Control Programs 
 Prevention 
 Screening 
 Treatment 
 Behavioral Health 
 Palliative Care and End-Of-Life Issues 

 Poster Session 
 Breakout Session (oral) 
 Plenary Session (oral)  
 No Preference 
 I would like my presentation to be considered 
for publication in a peer-reviewed journal 
 I prefer my abstract to be withdrawn if my 

     presentation preferences cannot be met 

 Lifestyle and Community Wellness 
 Health Education: Movies & Other Media 
 Community Partnerships 
 Quality of Life and Survivorship Issues 
 Tobacco Issues 
 Policy, Structures and Systems 
 Other:    

TITLE OF PRESENTATION: 
_    _________________________________________________________ 

List the speaker and up to 4 co-authors in the following format: 
• Speaker’s full name, academic degree(s), tribal/institutional affiliation;
• Each coauthor’s full name, degree(s), and tribal/institutional affiliation.

SPEAKER:  _ ________________________________________________ 

COAUTHORS:
1. 2. 
3. 4. 
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ABSTRACT 

STRUCTURED ABSTRACT:   LIMIT OF 350 TYPED WORDS, FONT SIZE NO LESS THAN 12 POINT TIMES NEW 
ROMAN 

Purpose: 

Target Population: 

Methods/Strategies: 

Evaluation/Results/Findings: 

Conclusions: 

As the AUTHOR, and on behalf of co-author(s), I hereby give permission to the Mayo Clinic 
Comprehensive Cancer Center and Roswell Park Cancer Institute to reproduce this abstract.  I affirm that I 
will obtain all required approvals/clearances (e.g., tribal, urban, institutional) prior to delivering this 
presentation or submitting for conference-sponsored publication.  Electronic and FAX signatures are 
accepted. 

By checking this box, I attest that the completed information is accurate.  Please accept this as my 
signature.  
Printed Name:  Date:  

Acknowledgement of receipt will be sent to the presenter via email within two weeks of receiving the 
abstract.  Notification of acceptance of abstract will be sent by email. 

SUBMIT TO the following individual via email: 
Marcy Averill, averill.marcy@mayo.edu, phone:  507-266-3064 

mailto:averill.marcy@mayo.edu
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