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Tribal Commercial Tobacco Control 

• Lower smoking rates

• Lower cancer rates

• Decolonize/ Reclaim 
Tobacco 

https://www.facebook.com/biskakone/photos_all



Commercial Tobacco Policy Now



• 1st call on November 2022

• Next call January 2025

• ANR Foundation & Air is 
Life coalition

• ANR Foundation 
Smokefree Tribal Policy 
Guide, survey design, etc.

Reclaim Sacred 
Tobacco Coalition









Smokefree Tribal Policy Guide Overview

1. Understanding Tribal Community

2. Community Outreach

3. Smokefree Tribal Policy 

Development

4. Policy Introduction

5. Implementation and Evaluation 













SFTPG How Does It Work?

üStep-- intent

üTopic

üQuestions/ Task

üGoal



Tribal Land and Existence

Do you currently work or reside on ancestral 
homelands of Indigenous peoples? How many state 
and federal Indian reservations are located near 
you? Research location, history, and other pertinent 
information of the Tribal community.

Recognize the past and present contributions of 
indigenous people.

Step 1. Understanding Tribal Community

Topic

Questions and Tasks

Goal



Topic: Tribal Land and Existence



• Pre colonization maps

• Number of Tribal nations present

• native-land.ca 

• (907-312-5085)





Step 1: Understanding Tribal community 

Q/T

Goal : Understand Tribal sovereignty and key      
differences between Tribal government and local/ 
state government.

Tribal community: 

Sault Tribe of Chippewa Indians

Topic:              

Goal:        

Questions and tasks:    

Case Example:
Tribal Government

Understand Tribal sovereignty and key      
differences between Tribal government and 

local/ state government.



Tribal Culture & Medicines

Understand the significance of 
traditional tobacco and other 

medicines used by Tribal community.

Health & Wellbeing

Recognize, connect generational 
impact of colonization to current

Tribal public health trends and 
solutions to wellbeing.

Questions and tasks:                                            Questions and tasks:

Goal:                                                                   Goal:

Topic:                               Topic:



Intent:
• Learn how information is 

shared in Tribal community, 
and identify a local coalition 
to lead the smokefree policy 
change process. 

Step 2. Community Outreach 



Case Example:
Maple Sugar 
Harvesting in 
Chicago





1. Establish relationships & build trust

Establish trust among coalitions and within 
Tribal community.

2. Buy-in from coalition & stakeholders

Coalition initiates smokefree Tribal policy 
process.

Chicago I-STEAM Camp, 2023

Step 2. Community Outreach Cont.
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3. Build & strengthen a policy campaign

Coalition members benefit from 
meetings and policy change process 

unfolds. 

4. Provide resources & education

Increase buy-in from Tribal community. 

Chicago Native Community Sugarbush Camp 2023
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Step 2. Community Outreach Cont.



5. Develop community outreach 
plan 

Build trust with Tribal community and 
achieve policy goals. 

6. Mobilize community support 

Community engage and take 
responsibility for policy development. 

Chicago Native Community Sugarbush Camp 2024
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Step 2. Community Outreach Cont.



Step 3. Smokefree Tribal Policy Development

Intent:
• Develop a detailed smokefree 

policy plan with the Tribal 
community.

Eastern Band Cherokee Nation, 2021
Lac du Flambeau Indian Bowl

Outdoor Smokefree Event Center, 2016



Step 4. Policy Introduction 

Intent:
• Engage directly in each step of the 

smokefree Tribal policy process. 
Mobilize the community and 
supporting partners to participate 
in the smokefree Tribal policy 
process.

Air is Life, Winslow, AZ, 2022



Step 5. Implementation and Evaluation 

Intent:
• Coalition coordinates with the 

Tribal community to 
implement and enforce the 
smokefree law and ensure 
measurability in order to 
replicate its success. 



Contact: Clinton Isham
ojibwenation1@gmail.com


